Comparing the use of live trees and deadwood for larval foraging by aye-ayes (Daubentonia madagascariensis) at Kianjavato and Torotorofotsy, Madagascar.
Aye-aye (Daubentonia madagascariensis) feeding behavior has become synonymous with deadwood foraging. However, deadwood is not always the most frequently used substrate, as some aye-ayes use live trees more often to access invertebrates. We sought to compare the frequency of aye-aye invertebrate foraging in deadwood and live trees to better understand their feeding behaviors. We followed two male aye-ayes at Kianjavato, a heavily disturbed habitat in southeastern Madagascar, from October 2013 to October 2014, and one male and one female aye-aye at Torotorofotsy, a continuous forest in eastern Madagascar, from July 2014 to December 2015. We collected feeding data by recording the behavior of a focal aye-aye every 5 min for a total of 373 h at Kianjavato and 383 h at Torotorofotsy. Our results showed no difference in the amount of deadwood used between the individuals. However, there was a significant difference in the amount of live tree feeding between the female at Torotorofotsy and one of the males at Kianjavato. We conclude that feeding on invertebrates in live trees is more important to aye-ayes than previously realized and that aye-ayes are exceedingly flexible in their invertebrate feeding behaviors, adjusting to their habitat by using various substrates.